86 FROM THE OTHER SIDE... 


THE BELGIANS 


When Spanish troops invaded Belgium in 
1567, almost 200,000 Protestant Walloons 
were forced to flee their homeland. Many 
settled in England and the Netherlands, 
where they established more than seventy 
Walloon churches during the next fifty 
years. 

After the Dutch West India company was 
formed, Jesse de Forest led the first ship- 
load of Walloons to the New World in 
1624. They sailed aboard the ship New 
Netherland and settled in Manhattan, Al- 
bany, and Brooklyn, New York, and further 
south in Gloucester, New Jersey. They 
were the first settlers in the Middle States, 
the first to till the soil of New Netherland, 
and the first to introduce the daisy and the 
peach, pear and quince trees to the New 
World. 

At that time the Middle States were 
known as Nova Belgica, or New Belgium, 
but within a few generations the Walloons, 
with their customs and traditions, had been 
“intermarried’’ out of existence, thanks to 
the presence of a growing Dutch popula- 
tion. 

Over the past 155 years, some 200,000 
Belgians have found their way to America. 
But, despite their relatively small numbers, 
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the Belgians who emigrated to American 
shores contributed much to our nation. 
Belgian-Americans gave us the plastics in- 
dustry, the Atlas missile, a history of sci- 
ence and the Panama Canal. 
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@ Michael Pauw, a Belgian immigrant, was 
quite a land tycoon in the early seventeenth 
century. In 1630, he bought Staten Island 
from the Indians for some kettles, axes, 
hoes, wampum and other tools and trinkets. 
He later purchased what is now Hoboken, 
New Jersey, and Jersey City. 

@ The First Trolley Karel Vandepoele, a 
native of Lichtervelde, was the man who 
introduced trolley cars to Detroit, Mich- 
igan. As early as 1869, Vandepoele’s 
trolleys were whizzing up and down the 
streets of Detroit. Some historians claim 
Vandepoele’s experiments with electric 
light were the basis for Edison’s discover- 
ies. 

¢ The only Flemish newspaper published 
outside of Belgium is De Gazette van De- 
troit, which has been published in Michigan 
since August 1914. This was not, however, 
the first Flemish newspaper in America. 


George Washington Goethals, the Belgian- 
American in charge of constructing the 
Panama Canal. (Courtesy: New York His- 
torical Society) 
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That honor belongs to the Gazette van 
Moline, which was published in Moline, Illi- 
nois, in 1907. 

@ George Washington Goethals (1858- 
1928), the American army officer and civil 
engineer who spent seven years of his life 
overseeing the construction of the Panama 
Canal, was born in Brooklyn, New York, to 
Belgian immigrant parents. A graduate of 
the City College of New York and West 


Facts About the Other Side 


Country: BELGIUM 


Capital: Brussels 


Official Name: 


Point, Goethals was the first civil governor 
of the Canal Zone. 

@ Belgian Place Names in America Ant- 
werp, New York, Ohio and Michigan; 
Brussels, Illinois, Wisconsin and Missouri; 
Flanders, New York and New Jersey; 
Fleming, Georgia, New York and Ohio; 
Ghent, Massachusetts; Hoboken, New Jer- 
sey and Alabama; Ostend, Pennsylvania; 
Wallonia, Kentucky. 


Royaume de Belgique (French) 


Koninkrijk Belgié (Flemish) (Kingdom of Belgium) 


Official Languages: French, Flemish 


National Flag: 


Vertical bands of black, gold and red. The colors represent the three 


provinces that led the revolution of 1789. The flag was adopted in 


1831. 
National Anthem: 
National Holiday: 


Major Religion: Roman Catholic 


Facts About Belgian-Americans: 


Immigration to the United States (1820-1975): 


Peak Decade (1901-1910): 


1970 Census 

Foreign-born Belgians 
Native-born, 2nd generation 
Total Foreign-stock Population 


La Brabaconne (The Braband Song) 
July 21, Independence Day 


200,575 
41,635 


41,412 
89,238 
130,650 


Belgians constitute 0.4% of our nation’s foreign-stock population. 


Who’s Belgian? 


Science Karel-Jan Bossart (1904-1975), 
the ‘Father of the Atlas Missile.” 

Invention Leo Baekelandt (1863-1944), 
pioneer plastics formulator who devel- 
oped the first synthetic resin, Bakelite, in 
1909. 

Letters George Sarton (1884-1956), au- 
thor of the monumental work /ntroduc- 
tion to the History of Science. 


Medicine Father Joseph Damien De Veu- 
ster (1840-1889), better known as Father 
Damien, was the Roman Catholic priest 
who devoted his life to the care of lepers 
on the Hawaiian island of Molokai. A 
Belgian immigrant to Hawaii, Damien 
ministered to the bodies and the souls of 
the lepers until he contracted that dread 
disease himself in 1885. 


